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Women’s Gaol

Built in 1909, the grace of this Victorian brick building obscures the pain and humiliation suffered by the many women detained within it.
The jail held black and white women in separate sections. The infamous murderess, Daisy de Melker was held here, as were prominent
activists Winnie Madikizela-Mandela and Albertina Sisulu. Ironically the vast majority of inmates were neither murderers nor activists.
They were women arrested for pass offences or illegal occupations such as beer brewing. The hoarding, which protects the building,
has been transformed into a temporary exhibition that honours the contribution of women to the struggle for freedom in South Africa.
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Kotze Street

Venue Hire

Constitution Hill hires out a number of unique
venues suitable for performances, launches,
meetings and other events. Please call the
Venue Hire Coordinator, at:

Tel: (011) 381-3100 for more information.
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