
AUGUST 23-28
       FUN ON THE MIDWAY

SKERBECK FAMILY CARNIVAL

COUNTRY MUSIC CONCERT
  8-27, PARAMALEE, LOVE & THEFT

MONSTER TRUCK SHOOT OUT

HORSE & PONY PULLS

AUTOCROSS ACTION

NEW! DANCE PARTY AND TRACTOR PULLS

4-H HORSE & LIVESTOCK SHOWS

DOG AGILITY SHOW

(231) 347-1010 or www.emmetchxfair.org
Emmet County Fairgrounds, 1129 Charlevoix Ave. Petoskey, MI FREE parking on Eppler Rd

 2016

TWO great country bands,  
one exciting night: Aug. 27!

Paramalee & Love&Theft 



Purchase at the Fair Office or online at 
www.skerbeckcarnival.com 

$60 if purchased by August 22nd, or $70 after August 23rd 

Skerbeck Family Carnival Presents: 

August 23-28, 2016 
Tuesday:  Regular price tickets   2pm - close 
Wednesday: $20 All Day Armband   noon - close 
Thursday:  $20 All Day Armband   noon - close 
Friday:  DOLLAR DAY $1/Ride   noon - 6pm 
  (Regular price tickets 6pm – close) 
Saturday:  Regular price tickets   noon - close 
Sunday:  $15 Armband    noon - 6pm 

MEGA RIDE PASS 
Good all fair week, unlimited rides!* 

*Redeem at the carnival ticket booths 

w w w . s k e r b e c kc a r n i v a l . co m  
“ S i x  g e n e r a t i on s  p r o v id i n g  a  n e w  e ra  o f  fu n ! ”  
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Covers general admission to ALL Grandstand events 
and the Fairgrounds for the week. For purchase 
information, contact the Fair Office at (231) 347-

1010 or email info@emmetchxfair.org 

Complete fair schedule online:

www.emmetchxfair.org

Get a FAIR FUN PASS!
$60.00 per person

    Gate admission into the Fairgrounds:  
$5 for 13 & older (12 & under enter free!)

  FREE Parking! (Map on next page) 

NEW DAY! SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
Pony Pulls			   3 p.m.
Draft Horse Pulls		  5 p.m.

Admission: Ages 13 and up: $5
12 and under: FREE

	

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23
NEW! THUMB  
TRACTOR PULLS   
6 p.m.

Admission: 
Ages 13 & up: $10

5-12: $5; Under 5, free 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26
Autocross action!   6 p.m.

Admission:  
Ages 13 & up: $10 

Ages 5-12: $5 
Under 5: Free
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 25
MONSTER TRUCK SHOOTOUT!   7 p.m.

Admission: 
Ages 13 & up: $17 

day of show or 
2/$25 in advance 

Ages 2-12: $8 
Under 2: Free!

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24
NEW! SILENT DISCO!  6 to 9 p.m. 

Admission: 
Ages 5-12: $5
Ages 13 and up: $10

see page 5

see page 6

see page 8

see page 12

see page 10

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27
Country Music Co-Headliners
PARMALEE & LOVE & THEFT! 

NEW: ENTERTAINMENT TENT FOR 21 AND OVER, 

gates/tent open at 6 p.m. Concert at 7 p.m. 

		         
		  
	

see page 13



FREE FAMILY FUN DAILY!

TRI-COUNTY CIRCUIT  
OPEN HORSE SHOW AUG. 13-14

In affiliation with Chippewa County Fair 
(July 30-31), Cheboygan County Fair, (Aug. 
6-7,) and Otsego County Fair, (Aug. 20-21), 
the Tri-County horse show will be held at 
the Emmet County Fairgrounds. Open 
horse show is Saturday, Aug. 13, at 8:30 
a.m. Speed show is Sunday, Aug. 14, at 1 
p.m. Rain or shine. For more info, including 
camping and horse stall reservations, 
contact Becky Swiger, (231) 881-0003.

Display your talents  
(and win prizes!)

Show us your best! Whether it’s photography,  
antiques, knitting, sewing, quilting, crocheting, 

baking or flower arranging, we have a spot for you 
inside the Community Building. There is no entry 
fee for your items, and premiums are paid for first, 
second and third-places. Bring items to the Commu-
nity Building on Aug. 20 and 21. Perishable exhibits 
(i.e. flowers and baked goods) accepted on Aug. 
21. The Community Building displays and vendor 
booths are open to the public from Aug. 23-27.

ATTENTION: BREWERS & VINTNERS!
For all you brewers and vintners, check out this year’s 

new category for Craft Beers, Wines and Spirits!
Categories are: Single bottle, display of five by individual 

or display of 10 by group. Mix up your best batches and 
help make this category a great success! More details in 
the Fair Book on page 38. 

 Read about the Judges’ Choice Awards  
on page 17!

Use the entrance off Eppler Road for FREE 
parking at the Fairgrounds. There is also 
FREE parking at Hinkley’s Farm, on the corner 
of Sheridan Road and Eppler Road. A FREE 
shuttlebus service is available Wednesday 
through Saturday from 5 p.m. until close. 

Emmet County Fairgrounds Parking

1129 Charlevoix 
Avenue/U.S. 31 ▪

Petoskey

FREE!
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NEW Firefighter Show!
The Fair welcomes the Firefighter Show to replace 

Nick’s Kids’ Show this year, offering kids the chance 
to see what it takes to be a firefighter! Shows will be 
Tuesday, Aug. 23, through Saturday, Aug. 27, with 
three shows daily taking place on the children’s 
stage area near the Fair Office. 

Kids in the audience will be selected as vol-
unteers! After 
being fitted in 
firefighter jacket 
and helmet, the 
new trainees are 
introduced to the 
audience as their 
next generation 
of heroes. When 
the alarm tones 
sound calling En-
gine One to duty, 
it’s all hands on 
deck! 



Thank you, Sponsors!
The Emmet-Charlevoix County Fair would 
like to offer a heartfelt Thank You to our  
supporters and contributors!

Thank You! Green Fair Project & the 
Michigan Soybean Promotion Committee for grant 
assistance in the use of soy-based paint, ink and  
bio-diesel fuel

Ball Canning
Bayside Beverage
Big Country Radio/ 
   102.9 WMKC
Bill’s Farm Market
Buck’s Body Repair
Carolyn’s Veggies &
   Cotton Candy
Emmet County EMS
Field’s Leather Goods
Gibby’s Fries
Great Lakes Energy
The Home Depot
Independence Tire & Auto
King Arthur Flour
Jensen’s Animal Hospital

Maple River Animal       
    Clinic
Meijer Corp.
Oleson’s Food Stores
Petoskey Area Visitors    
    Bureau
Red Star Yeast Co.
Resort Bear Creek Fire 
    Dept
Skerbeck Family Carnival
State Fair Foods
Springvale Fire Dept.
Walmart Stores
Willson’s Garden Center
Wilton Cake Co.
WTCM Radio
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$2 off gate admission!
Clip this coupon and present at the  

Fair Gate, and receive $2 off the  
admission price of $5!

One coupon per person only.
Valid only for Gate Admission.  

Does not apply to grandstand, carnival or midway  
attractions. No cash value.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21

A new day for the Fair’s longest running 
grandstand event, the 

Horse and Pony Pulls. The 
pony pulls begin at 3 p.m. 
Draft horse pulls begin 
at 5 p.m.  Admission is 
$5 for ages 13 and older; 
those 12 and under enter 
for free. 



TUESDAY, AUGUST 23

While sharing memories with your friends of
the Emmet - Charlevoix County Fair and how 
it brought you smile after smile, be sure to 
invite them to join you next year.

Petoskey u Harbor Springs u Bay Harbor u Boyne City

800.845.2828
Free Vacation Guide

BCV 4109 Emmet Co Fair Ad.indd   1 6/6/16   3:16 PM

The first-ever Thumb Tractor Pulls take place 
this evening. Beginning at 6 p.m. the roar of 

engines will be heard from huge tractors and 
trucks pulling tons of weight in a show of might 
in the grandstands; this new-to-the-fair show is 
put on by the Thumb Tractor Pulling Association. 
Locals will be able to participate in the tractor pulls; 
call the Fair office to inquire, (231) 347-1010.

NEW Tractor Pulls!

CARNIVAL OPENS at 2 p.m! 

Tuesday is Senior Citizen Day  
(60 and over) & Handi-Capable Day! 
Free gate admission 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

The Skerbeck Family Carnival will roll into 
town again for another exciting year at the 
Fair! Rides open Tuesday at 2 p.m. and then 
at noon Wednesday, Aug. 24, through  
Sunday, Aug. 28. 

Kids’ Days are Wednesday and Thursday, 
where kids can ride for one price with a 
wrist band. For those who plan to ride many 
times during the week, consider purchasing 
a Mega Ride band that’s good all day, every 
day! Bands are $60 in advance or $70 after 
8/23. Purchasing information can be found 
online at www.emmetchxfair.org or by  
calling the Fair office at (231) 347-1010.
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Tractor/Truck Pull Sponsors
Buck’s Body Repair, Petoskey

Jerry’s Garage, Petoskey
Prime Diesel, Petoskey
Diesel Freak, Gaylord

North Bay Hydro Seed, Boyne City
Bullmann Docks & Lifts, Boyne City

Tannery Creek Meat Market, Petoskey
Independence Auto, Petoskey

Little Traverse Tree Service, Petoskey



Sit back and take in the Classic Country 
Music played by the band Second Time 

Around. This group has been singing for a 
long time, so bring your friends and family 
for great entertainment. Performing at The 
Community Center Outdoor Stage 3-6 p.m.

Enjoy the sounds of  

Second Time Around

�

231-348-5959 www.EMMETBRICK.com

Across from the Airport .on M119,  Petoskey

Fireplaces – FoxBlocks Tile – Flagstone  

K
EMMET

BRIC &

BLOCK CO.

Tuesday Entertainment at the Community Building ...
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Exhibitor & vendor booths open 
Tuesday-Saturday at 10 a.m. 
daily. Meander through the  

Community Building and check 
out the many interesting and 

unique displays!

New customer specials!
Call us today!

Cheboygan office
(231) 627-7109 

Petoskey office
(231) 347-8134

www.blarneycastleoil.com



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24
NEW Silent Disco a fun new Fair  

experience in 2016!
Dance the night away at the new Silent Disco Tent 
in the Grandstand arena! Choose your favorite 
music on your own wireless headphones (provided). 
All ages can have fun dancing and listening to one 
of the stations provided – even at your preferred 
volume!

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24

SILENT DISCO
Cost is just $5 for 5-12 
$10 for ages 13 and up
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At noon, head over to the grass area next to 
the Grandstand to take in the outstanding 

dog agility show and demonstrations by some 
talented canine companions! You’ll be amazed at 
the ability of these dogs of various breeds. 
 The Dog Agility Show starts at noon at the  
grass area near the Grandstand on Aug. 24.

DOG SHOW! Annual agility 
event returns for 2016

More Wednesday highlights!

B&D pedal Pullers will bring their kids’ size 
tractors and semi trucks for pedal pulling con-
tests for kids ages 3 to 12. The old-fashioned 
pedal vehicles will be set up behind the Com-
munity Building near the small-animal barn. 
Registration is at noon on-site. Contests begin 
at 1 p.m. There is no cost for kids to enter the 
contest and prizes will be awarded. Join us 
for some good old-fashioned Fair fun near the 
barns!

Kids’ contest! Pedal Pulling
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Come build a project with Home Depot
on the outdoor back stage of the Commu-

nity Building Wednesday, Aug. 24, from 1 to 
4 p.m. Have a fun time and take home your 

finished project from the Fair! Home Depot is 
sponsoring this kids’ workshop. Parents must 

stay with their children.

Kids build with Home Depot!



THURSDAY, AUGUST 25
Monster Truck Showdown!

The Michigan Monster Truck Shoot Out roars 
back to the Fair on Thursday, Aug. 25. You’ll 

see high-flying, car-crushing competition by 
machines like Ballistic, Predator and Prowler, 
plus Reptoid and other big, bad trucks! 
There’s also a special performance by the 
MiniMonsters. After the show, you can meet the 
drivers who have been on ESPN and TNN, get 
their autographs and photos. Take the whole 
family as this is unbelievable action-packed 
entertainment! 
 SHOWTIME: 

Thursday, Aug, 25, at 7 p.m.  
in the Grandstand
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The Monster 
Truck Show at the 
Emmet-Charlevoix 
County Fair is al-
ready a big hit with 
kids each year, and 
this year they have 
even more reason 
to look forward to 
the show! A new 

kids’ poster contest is taking place. 
Here are the details: There are two classes for 

entries, ages 3 to 7 and ages 8 to 12. Posters 
should be created to one size – 15” wide by 20” 
tall. Kids can choose their poster design fea-
turing any of the trucks coming to the Fair this 
August; trucks are Predator, Prowler, Ballistic, 
Nightmare, Reptoid and American Outlaw. 

The Monster Truck drivers themselves will 
select the winners! Kids should bring their post-
ers to the grandstands for the judging by 6:45 
p.m. on show day, Thursday, Aug. 25 (the show 
starts at 7 p.m.). A winner will be selected from 
each age group. The winners will receive a free 
ride ticket for carnival rides and a treat ticket for 
carnival concession food. 
Questions? Call the Fair office at (231) 347-

1010.  The contest is open to all kids from all 
areas. 

Hey kids!  
Monster Truck Poster  

Contest with cool prizes!



More Thursday fun!
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THURSDAY IS  
KIDS’ DAY AT THE  

CARNIVAL, RIDE ONE 
PRICE ALL  
DAY LONG!

(877) 4-GAMING  |  ODAWACASINO.COM

1080 S Nicolet St 
Mackinaw City

1760 Lears Road 
Petoskey

ODAWA MACKINAW CITY NOW OPEN
TWO WINNING LOCATIONS

RA
NDOM ACTS OF WINNING!

HUNDREDS OF WINNERS EVERY M
ON

TH
!

IT COULD

HAPPEN
TO YOU.

   JASON@INDEPENDENCE-TIRE.COM

JASON COLE
PROUD OWNER

Petoskey shop  
Manager, Brian Short 

575 W. Mitchell Street
231-347-9200

www.independence-tire.com
 

Gaylord 
989-732-9021 (p)
989-732-2472  (f)

24 HOUR ROADSIDE SERVICE



FRIDAY, AUGUST 26
Cash and trophies await the winners in 

the AutoCross Races Aug. 26, and all are 
welcome to enter! Just get a car, do some 
minor safety modifications like remove the 
side windows, show up for the racers’ check-
in and then let it rip on the track. To enter 
and for for more info: (231) 347-1010.

Admission  
$10 for 13 and up

$5 for 5-12 years old
4 and under enter FREE

AUTOCROSS Action on Friday night! 
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Transmissions,
Differentials,
Drive Shafts,
5th Wheels,

Pumps, PTO’s,
Clutches,

& Radiators....& Radiators....

2483 Dickerson Rd
Gaylord, MI 49735

1-800-878-9880
www.valleytruckparts.com

60
Years of Service

     

1525 Roy Road • Petoskey, Michigan
Phone: 231-348-1235  Fax: 231-348-8186

Toll Free: 888-295-6433
john@wfvalentine.com

www.rainbowturfsupply.com

Rainbow Turf Supply
America’s First Family of

Horse Care Products
Since 1880

ATTENTION FORMER 4-Hers!  There will be a 4-H Alumni Party at 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 26,  
on the back stage of the Community Building! All former 4-H members are invited!



SATURDAY, AUGUST 27
COUNTRY CONCERT WITH PARMALEE, LOVE & THEFT
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PARMALEE LOVE & THEFT

	

TICKETS: Gold seats $55 ▪ reserved and reserved standing $45  ▪ grandstand general admission $35
Get your tickets now! Order online at www.etix.com or call the Fair office at (231) 347-1010

SHOWTIME: 7 P.M. NEW ENTERTAINMENT TENT for  
ages 21 and up opens at 6 P.M.



THE HEART      OF THE FAIR
4-H YOUTH AND VOLUNTEERS
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Take time this week to explore the ...

open daily Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Community Building exhibits!
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Michigan 
Real Estate

A sign of confidence.

When the most respected brand in the world
Berkshire Hathaway puts its name on a real estate sign,

 that’s a good sign for the market and a great sign for you.
Find your Great Lakes retreat with our esteemed agents at 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Michigan Real Estate. 

12 offices in our Northern Michigan Network.
Enjoy bhhsmi.com

Charlevoix |  231.547.9905

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway

 HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of 
America, Inc. ® Equal Housing Opportunity.

Harbor Springs |  231.526.9800
Petoskey |  231.347.7800



Judge’s Choice Awards include great new prizes!
Community Building exhibits!

To earn the appreciation and respect of our 
Customers, Associates and Communities.

Engineered plastic bags and film 
leaders in recycling

www.greencoreproducts.com
www.gripnguard.com

800-999-6556
Petoskey, MI  ▪ Morristown, TN  ▪ Hartford City, IN

www.petoskeyplastics.com

The Emmet-Charlevoix County Fair is once again 
adding the top “Judge’s Choice” award for those 
who enter items for display and judging in the 
Community Building. A judge will determine the 
overall winner in each category. 

The categories 
are: Domestic Arts, 
Fancy Work, Quilt-
ing, Photography, 
Arts and Crafts, 
Food Preparation 
Farm and Garden, 
Baking, Flowers, 
and Antiques. The 

winner in each category will receive a gift at the 
end of the Fair.

We would like to thank the following businesses for 
their donations to make these awards possible: 

Domestic Arts/Sewing: Coats & Clark, thread assortment
Fancy Work: Cynthia’s Too! Yarn and Gifts, gift certificate 	

  (Petoskey)
Quilting: Hearts to Holly Quilt Shop, gift certificate 	    	

  (Charlevoix)
Photography: Mitchell Street Frameworks and Gallery, $50 	

  gift certificate (Petoskey)
Arts and Crafts: Walmart 
Food Preparation: Family Farm & Home (Charlevoix) - gift 

certificate
Farm and Garden: Bill’s Farm Market, gift certificate 	

  (Petoskey)
Award: Ball Canning - gift certificate (see complete award 

eligibility criteria on the Fair web site, www.emmetchxfair.org)
Flowers: Northern Michigan Honey, 80 ounce jar of honey
Antiques: Then and Now Antique & Consignment, gift 	

  certificate (Petoskey) 
Baking: Wilton Industries, Red Star Yeast; Wilton gifts for 	

  divisions of adult cupcakes, decorated cakes for junior open  	
  class, and two gifts for 4-H decorated cakes and cupcakes. 	
  Red Star Yeast will offer prize for Bread division.

Refer to Fair Book page 33 for rules and entry form, or go online to  
www.emmetchxfair.org

Learn more about how to enter your  
projects in the Community Building on 

page 4! 
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Rick and Carol Torres have been long-time Fair staff, helping to 
coordinate the activities and exhibits in the Community  
Building. 



On M-32
Hillman, MI

On M-68
Alanson, MI

On M-72
Williamsburg, MI
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Petoskey,  Michigan

1861 US 31 N • Petoskey • www.davekring.com 

VOTED #1 NEW AND USED CAR 
DEALER  IN NORTHERN MICHIGAN 

The people you know. The service you expect.

(231) 347-2585
SERVICE - BODY SHOP - PARTS 

DETAILING - QUICK LUBE

Complete Fair details: www.emmetchxfair.org
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Helping our members 
grow their future...

Auto Loans As Low 
As 1.99% APR!
Free Checking!

Free Mobile Banking!
Free eLerts!

Come and enjoy the 
best elephant ears at 
the Emmet-Charlevoix 

County Fair!

Reach the Fair Office: (231) 347-1010



Ellsworth
Farmers 
Exchange

  FULL SERVICES IN: 
        Bulk & Bagged Feeds 
               Bulk & Bagged Fertilizers
                     Propane & Fuel Deliveries
                           Tires, Farm Supplies, 
                                  & Much More!

Ellsworth
6509 Center St.
(231)588-2300 
(877)885-0095

Atwood
11900 Byers Rd.
(231)599-2592

MAncElonA
108 S. Maple St.
(231)587-8411
(800)224-3457

GAylord
1681 S. Otsego 
(989)731-6300

AlAnson
7488 M-68

(231)548-3200www.ellsworthco-op.com

WHEN YOU NEED
Complete Printing & Graphic Design Services

Direct Mail – Blueprints – Vinyl Graphics
Yard Signs – Banners – Laminating

Large Format Posters – Color Scanning
Gicleés & Stretched Canvas...and more!

1227 West Conway Road  •  Harbor Springs, MI 49740  

231.347.1253 p • 231.347.1669 f
deckadigital.com

Complete Fair details: www.emmetchxfair.org

Civil & Structural Engineering
Soil & Construction Materials Testing

Survey & Geotechnical Drilling Services
Landscape Architecture

www.ndgconsulting.com

231.348.1180
(fax) 231.348.1185

2940 Parkview Dr.
Petoskey, MI  49770

Serving Northern Michigan since 1981

Fair office: (231) 347-1010
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Petoskey 231-487-4638
Harbor Springs 231-242-0791
Home Care  231-347-6636

W. Conway Road                            231-487-6163

From rabbits
      to rhubarb...

Everyone's a winner at the fair! 
Hats off from the staff at

Tim Bondy Physical erapy.
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Visit our new web site! www.emmetchxfair.org



By BETH ANNE ECKERLE 
Emmet County Communications Director

In 1977, the all-male Fair Board overseeing the 
Emmet-Charlevoix County Fair decided that they 
need-ed a female member to join their ranks. Board 

member Keith Lamkin approached Bev Hinkley, whose 
agricultural reputation in the local farming community was 
commendable. Her husband was Fred Hin-kley, a hard-
working farmer his whole life through, and Bev was known 
for her own work ethic, help-ing to sell produce and flowers 
on the Hinkley farm while raising four children. 

“I said ‘Sure!’ and then I said, ‘Wait, why?’” Bev recalled 
with a laugh. “But it was seriously to the point where they 
needed to put a woman on the board.”

Since that time, Bev has only left once (for just a year) 
and because of that, she is the longest-serving member 
of the Fair Board. She is also the right-hand woman to Fair 
Manager Agnes Shaw, with whom Bev has developed both 
a close professional working relationship and friendship.

“During the year when I have projects to do, I can always 
call on Bev and she will come to the office and help with 
anything – whether it’s paperwork, planting flowers or 
rearranging the ticket booths,” said Shaw. “She is very 

humble and hardworking, a very giving soul who likes to 
be behind the scenes helping wherever we need her.”

That preference for working behind-the-scenes made 
this past year a little bit of a challenge for Bev. In January, 
she was given the Heritage Award at the Michigan Associa-
tion of Fairs and Exhibitions con-ference, in front of all her 
peers in the state. Her friends knew that she would not 
like the attention, but that it was deserved.

“We nominated her because of what the award stands 
for: dedication, longevity and commitment to keeping the 
fair vibrant and alive,” said Shaw. 

The admiration is reciprocal. “Agnes is amazing,” said 
Bev. “We’ve had so much fun together.”

‘It’s been wonderful watching the kids grow’
Bev was raised in Lapeer Michigan, just outside of 

Detroit, where she and her family lived on a farm that her 
uncle maintained. “I was into flowers and I had a pig as 
a young girl, and I was in 4-H. Flowers were my absolute 
favorite,” she recalled. 

As a teen, the family relocated to Gaylord where her fa-
ther worked as a barber. “My sister had asthma, and they 
said the North is better, so we moved,” Bev said. 

continued ...

BEV HINKLEY 
LONGEST SERVING FAIR BOARD MEMBER HAS  

DEVOTED NEARLY 40 YEARS TO THE FAIR
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They kept coming further north and moved to Petoskey, 
and Bev graduated from Petoskey High School in the 
spring of 1958.  In the fall, she married Fred Hinkley, a 
1955 PHS graduate. 

The two have four children: Patti, Fred, Brad and Mau-
reen. The family landed permanently on Black-bird Road, 
where Fred still actively farms and maintains a large herd 
of cattle. While their children were young, Bev managed 
the produce stand started by Fred’s mother, later to be 
known as Hinkley Pro-duce. 

“Fred has been a farmer his whole life. I was the city 
slicker,” she said with a laugh.  

She may have been a city slicker, but she came to ac-
cept the agricultural lifestyle in Northern Michigan. She 
dove into her obligations on the Fair Board with all her 
energy and has helped to guide decisions at the Emmet 
County Fairgrounds for the last nearly 40 years (in 2017). 

Bev said her view of serving on the Fair Board is through 
a wide-angle lens. “We try to not to interfere. You can’t 
have tunnel vision and serve on the board. You have to 
see the whole picture. We have an amazing Fair Board 
right now. “

The names of some early Fair Board members are 
surely recognizable to many long-time Emmet County 
families: Herb Bachelor, John Banwell, Marty Eppler and 
Will Sterzik, to name a few. 

“The board members have always worked with the 
mission to get programs in place and keep them going 
for the kids. I believe that all of our board members are 
good people. You learn to love them,” Bev said. “It has 
been truly wonderful watching the kids grow through this 
program.”

Through the years she has also helped as an associ-
ate harness-racing judge and supervises the grand-stand 
gates, among many other duties that also include encour-
aging youth to do their very best. 

Inside the barns when cages and surroundings are in 
disarray during the fair, Bev steps in. “I tell the kids, ‘Com-
pany’s coming! Be proud of what you have here, because 
you’ve worked so hard!’”

In recent years Bev has become the Pullorum tester for 
all the birds and fowl entered in the fair week activities. 
She became certified during the tenure of Fair Manager 
June Jackson. 

“I do the testing but I want the kids to be involved, be-
cause it’s their project. I have the kids hold their bird’s feet 
and put their hand over their eyes while I draw the blood,” 
Bev explained. 

As a member of the Fair Board, Bev and others often 
visit other fairs around the state. “We all love our fair so 
much. We visit a number of others and I truly believe that 
ours is the best one in the state. It’s compact, you don’t 
have to walk far to see all there is to see and it’s a true 
community fair.”

She credits the late Lyn Johnson, Emmet County’s long-
time Controller who passed away in 2014, for having the 
vision to improve the fairgrounds into the scenic, clean fa-
cility it is today. “We had a control-ler who believed in what 
we were doing, and that helped us greatly,” Bev recalled.

She and Johnson worked together for many years and 
shared a love of watching kids succeed during the fair 
week and in the community. A memorial paver brick from 
the Johnson family rests in the sidewalk near the Fair Of-
fice next to Hinkley’s own brick, which can be purchased 
to support Fair oper-ations. 

Bev said she plans to continue on the Fair Board, but 
didn’t specify a timeline. “I don’t have to be on the Fair 
Board to do what I do,” she said. “I’ll still help wherever 
and however I can.”

23

A photo of Bev in a Fair Directory when she first joined the 
Fair Board.



111th EMMET-CHARLEVOIX COUNTY FAIR

Rain or Shine! Use the entrance off Eppler Rd. for FREE Parking on the Fairgrounds. There is also FREE Parking at Hinkley’s Farm, 
on the corner of Sheridan Rd. and Eppler Rd. A FREE shuttlebus service is available on Wednesday - Saturday from 5:00 p.m. until close. 
For Information, Call the Fair Office (231) 347-1010. For an updated fair schedule information and photos visit www.emmetchxfair.org

Every precaution for safety will be taken, but the Emmet/Charlevoix Fair Board, Emmet County and Charlevoix County, and their commissioners, officers, employees and agents will not be responsible or liable for any injury. 
People entering the grounds will do so at their own risk.  NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ALLOWED ON THE GROUNDS. ABSOLUTELY NO SMOKING IN ANY FAIR BUILDING.

FAIR TIME

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20
Open Class Registration         1-6 pm 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21
Open Class Registration    Noon-6 pm   	
  (All Classes) 
Pony Pulls	  3 pm
Draft Horse Pulls	  5 pm

MONDAY, AUGUST 22
Open Class Swine Show	  4 pm
4-H Market Livestock Swine Show	 6 pm

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23
Carnival Rides Open at 2 pm!
Senior Citizen & Handi-Capable Citizen 
Day: Free Gate Admission til 6 pm
Community Center opens   10 am-9 pm 
4-H Horse - Fitting & Showing and 
English Classes 	 11 am
MUSIC ‘Second Time Around’     3-6 pm 
4-H & Open Class Lamb Show 	  4 pm
4-H Market Livestock Lamb Show   6 pm
THUMB TRACTOR PULLS	  6 pm

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24
Carnival Rides Open at Noon!
Kids’ Day: Ride One Price!
Community Center open    10 am-9 pm 
4-H/Open Rabbit & Pocket pets  9 am
4-H Western Horse Show	 11 am
Dog Agility Show	   Noon 
Pedal Pulling by the barns	   Noon
4-H Goat Show	   1 pm
Home Depot free Kids’ Build   1-4 pm
Exotic Animal Show following Goat Show  
Open Beef & Dairy Show 	   3 pm
4-H Market Livestock Dairy Feeder  4 pm
 and Junior Beef Show
4-H Market Livestock Steer Show 	  6 pm
NEW! DANCE PARTY 	   6 pm
4-H Speed Show	   7 pm

	
THURSDAY, AUGUST 25
Carnival Rides Open at Noon!
Kids’ Day: Ride One Price!	  
Community Center open    10 am-9 pm  
4-H Horse Trail-Reining & Patterns  10 am 
Market Livestock Auction          3 pm
MONSTER TRUCK SHOW	  7 pm

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26
Carnival Rides Open at Noon!
Community Center open    10 am-9 pm 
Dollar Days all rides $1     Noon-6 pm
4-H Dressage Horses        	     11 am
AUTOCROSS!	       6 pm
4-H Alumni Reunion                 7 pm

SATURDAY, AUGUST 27
Carnival Rides Open at Noon!
Community Center open    10 am-8 pm 
4-H Fun & Games                     11 am 
COUNTRY CONCERT FEATURING 
   PARMALEE, LOVE & THEFT	  7 pm
   Entertainment tent, 21+       6 pm

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28
Carnival Rides One Price $15    Noon-6 pm
Community Center open until 2 pm to 
pick up exhibits.


